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We have solemnly journeyed with Jesus through Lent to the Cross and we
have rejoiced at His resurrection. We know this is the basis of our faith. We
know when we ask Jesus into our hearts that our sins are forgiven and we
will someday go to heaven to be with Him.
But is there more to it than that?
What about here?
What about now?
This got me looking at the many different covenants in the Bible. First we
should define a covenant.
My early understanding was that it was like a contract or a will, but I have
since learned that it is much, much, more personal than that.
Some covenants I found are the Adamic, Noahic, Mosaic, Abrahamic and
Davidic, and some are conditional and some are unconditional. These led
me down paths to other ancient covenants.
We in the Western world think differently because we are taught differently
than those in the Eastern world. When we read scripture a lot of it sounds
wonky to us because of this difference. So today I want us to take a look at
the ancient rite of ‘Blood Covenant’ and how it relates to us and Jesus.
Blood! The thought of it can be alarming, but it is our life force. Leviticus
17:11 declares that ‘blood is the source of life.’
As I went over some of what I had planned with Pastor Kim she offered
guidance and direction so I wouldn’t traumatize you all with all this blood
talk. I really appreciate her care and consideration for us all.
I’ll start in more modern times with this story I found about Sir Henry
Stanley as he was searching for Dr. Livingstone. This is taken from John
Osteen’s book, Unraveling the Mystery of the Blood Covenant.
Livingstone, the first great missionary to Africa,(1841) was in the African
jungles so long that England, his native country, began to worry about his
status. As a result, the English government sent David Stanley to find him.
Stanley’s search party encountered great difficulties in their travels. They
were plagued by disease and starvation and were even threatened by
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cannibals. At one point, the group encountered a strong, hostile African
tribe near the equator. When the tribe showed no signs of letting them pass
through their land, Stanley’s interpreter advised Stanley to cut a covenant
with the tribe to avoid severe peril. Not knowing what else to do, Stanley
agreed.
First, negotiations were made between Stanley’s party and the African
tribe. The terms were agreed upon and the ceremony began. A
representative was chosen from each group and the two representatives
went through the blood-covenant rite. After blood was drawn from the wrist
of each representative, it was mingled together. Gunpowder was then
rubbed on each person where the blood had been drawn, creating a
permanent mark. The pagan priest that officiated the ceremony then
pronounced blessings for following the terms of the agreement and curses
for violating the pact.
To seal the agreement, Stanley and the chief exchanged gifts. The chief
wanted Stanley’s prized possession, a goat that he had brought from
England that provided milk for his weak stomach. The chief offered Stanley
a spear bearing his insignia. Stanley wondered what he would do with an
old spear.
As he traveled throughout the darkest places in Africa in search of
Livingstone, he soon found out. When other tribes with evil intent saw the
chief’s spear in Stanley’s hand and his covenant mark, they knew that
Stanley was in covenant with the most feared tribe in the land.
Further, they knew that if they attacked Stanley or refused him passage,
they would not only have to fight Stanley’s search party, but also the
African tribe in covenant with Stanley. Rather than opposing Stanley, the
tribes bowed before him, allowing him to pass freely through their
territories, and provided him with anything he needed.
Stanley reportedly used the covenant rite at least fifty times during his
travels in Africa. Stanley was mightily blessed because of the covenant! As
a result, he succeeded in his search, eventually uttering the famous words
“Dr. Livingston, I presume?”
So, let’s take a closer look at the steps of a blood covenant –
Ceremony enactment
In a typical ancient covenant, before the covenant was enacted, the two
parties would spend time counting the cost of entering into the covenant. In
essence, they would assess whether the personal sacrifice demanded by
the pact would return equal or greater blessing.
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An animal is sacrificed: usually a bull, a goat, or a lamb.



The exchange of coats: By doing so, each participant is saying,
"Everything I am, and everything I represent now belongs to you."



The exchange of weapon belts: by so doing, the participants declare
to each other, "Your enemy is now my enemy.” Blood covenant
brothers had a responsibility to defend each other. Each participant
then takes the other's name on himself. A person's name represents
his individuality. This exchange of names demonstrated a death to
being an "individual." Remember that covenant is the union of two
people.



The cut of the covenant: A knife is used to make an incision in either
the palms or the wrists of each participant. This was to allow blood to
freely flow. The two participants then engage in a handshake allowing
the free flowing blood to intermingle.



This symbolized the two bloods, the two lives, being joined into one
blood and one life. In some cultures, the blood from each participant
is mixed into a cup of wine. Each would drink from the cup
demonstrating their union. When this event was finished, a substance
would be rubbed into the wounds so they would never heal cleanly.
This was done so that a permanent "mark" would be left. Wherever
these men would go, they would be identified as a "covenant man" by
the visible mark on their bodies.



The covenant meal: This is usually a meal of bread and wine. Each
fed the other signifying that "all that I am is coming into you." The
covenant meal usually ended the blood covenant ceremony. At this
point a new relationship is born. It is a love relationship. This kind of
love is called "Hesed" in Hebrew and "Agape'" in the Greek. It is a
love that says, "I will never leave you or forsake you."
Sounds familiar….?

When God made the covenant with Abraham, the two covenant
representatives were the Lord and Abraham. The Lord, taking the form of a
smoking oven (firepot) and a flaming torch, passed through the pieces of
the covenant sacrifice (Gen. 15:17). Abraham was the covenant
representative that God chose on behalf of mankind. Together, God and
Abraham entered into a covenant for the entire human race.
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We heard in our scripture reading the prophet Jeremiah being quoted when
he said – “The days are coming when I will make a new covenant with the
people of Israel and with the people of Judah. It will not be like the
covenant I made with their ancestors – This is the covenant I will establish I
will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.”
As we see the New Testament fulfillment of this step, we begin to see the
similarity of the Old but the awesomeness and greatness of the New
Covenant.
Jesus is the representative of God in the cutting of the New Covenant (Phil
2:5-8 He existed in the form of God). Jesus was the One chosen by God to
cut covenant on behalf of heaven.
A very important distinction of the New Covenant is that Jesus is also the
covenant representative on behalf of humanity (Hebrews 2:17-18 For this
reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way). Jesus is
the representative of the human race. He cut the New Covenant on our
behalf. “Jesus is also the sacrifice” (John 1:29) “For Christ our Passover
Lamb, has been sacrificed for us.” (Cor. 5:7)
So we see that Jesus is the covenant representative for both God and man,
as well as being the New Covenant sacrifice.
It doesn’t end there. As Jesus sits at his Father’s right hand, Jesus is also
the mediator of the New Covenant (Heb. 8:6: “For there is one God and
one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus”.) He is the
go between, representing both God and man. Jesus did it all!
He gave us – Life for death
Forgiveness for sin
Righteousness for unrighteousness
Joy, strength, peace, love, grace — it goes on and on, and there’s so much
more!
Our job as New Covenant believers, as disciples of Jesus is to seek to find
out what our responsibilities are in this new covenant and to learn how to
receive what is promised to us in this new covenant.
I can tell you that it won’t require any blood from any of us.
Jesus did it once
Jesus did it all
Jesus did it for all
Thank you Jesus!
Amen
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