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January 2nd is traditionally what is called ‘low’ Sunday in the church.
Everyone is tired after all the Christmas preparations and most simply, just
need to take a break.
And this year with the decision to move to virtual online services
because of safety concerns, we have reached a new ‘low Sunday’ level.
Today we have a team of 5 presenting and recording the whole Livestream
service with no in-person congregation.
(hopefully the LiveStream audience will boost those numbers) 
I’ve mentioned before in other services that God often communicates
to me through music. My 30 + years as a Disc Jockey are part of this
reason, as I know a lot of lyrics of secular songs that have great spiritual
messages too.
In one of those moments that can only be attributed to God, I found
myself writing these words as the title of this message … “What the World
Needs Now!”
So the answer to that lyric is ..???... Love Sweet Love….
A song released in 1965 by Jackie DeShannon.
What the world needs now is love, sweet love
It's the only thing that there's just too little of
What the world needs now is love, sweet love
No not just for some, but for everyone
The first Sunday of the year is called Epiphany Sunday. Epiphany is
on Jan. 6th but is celebrated the closest Sunday before. I looked on the
internet asking what Epiphany is about. Here are some responses I found:
“Epiphany is observed as a church festival commemorating the coming of
the Magi to Jesus at Bethlehem”.
Epiphany means “Showing”, Manifestation or Appearance in Ancient
Greek. In Christianity Epiphany is used in reference to the manifestation of
Jesus.”
So why was the arrival of the Wise Men that special as to have it
commemorated?

Not much is known about where the Magi originally came from…
except that they had traveled thousands of miles following that special star.
Unlike in the nativity scenes that we have today, Jesus in reality would
have been a toddler, almost two years old, before the Wise Men actually
found him. Joseph and Mary were married and also living in their own
home by then as well.
The Passion translation about the journey of the wise men:
“And on their way to Bethlehem, the same star they had seen in the East
suddenly reappeared! Amazed, they watched as it went ahead of them
and stopped directly over the place where the child was. And when they
saw the star, they were so ecstatic that they shouted and celebrated with
unrestrained joy. When they came into that house and saw the young child
with Mary, his mother, they fell to the ground at his feet and worshiped
him.”
Why did the Magi worship this boy child?
This was it! It is real! The prophecies of old are true!
The birth of the Shepherd-King of Israel, the Saviour of the world
which had been prophesized for hundreds of years and by so many
prophets, was now fulfilled.
Jesus, the manifest presence of God in the world, had come.
Isaiah had prophesized his coming 700 years before. Micah had
prophesied that the birth would be in Bethlehem.
When the Magi finally laid eyes on Jesus, they instantly recognized
the child as God’s most perfect gift.
A gift of love the world so desperately needed.
I want to share some background of my personal faith journey. I’ve
always attended church (in my little community of Roebuck) …My
grandparents did, and likely their parents before them; my parents went to
church and so did I.
That doesn’t mean that I learned that much about God or Jesus. I
vaguely remembered that we would go to Sunday School first and then
joined the adults upstairs for the regular morning service. During the
sermons I would mostly curl up and lay my head on my mother’s lap and
have a nap.
I don’t remember a lot of teaching about Jesus…but it is possible that
I slept through most of it.
As an adult I still attended church. Even when I would not make it
home from DJ gigs until very early in the morning. I had good friends at

church and wanted to see them; but I did not yet have a relationship with
Jesus.
Sometimes we would have Lay led services and I remember quite
clearly, from my back row pew; thinking, “I’ll never be up there reading or
praying or taking any part of the service.” I’ve come to realize that God just
laughs when we say no. My being up here today was in no way part of my
plan; but by the Grace of God go I.
It hardly seems that long ago, but it’s about 24 years ago when my
church first offered the Alpha Program. Alpha is a course on the basics of
Christianity, including teachings about God, Jesus and Holy Spirit. I really
wasn’t that interested, but I hated to miss out on anything, so I decided to
go. Besides, I could always quit if I didn’t like it.
Alpha just took off! It was very popular and we ran the course at least
8 times over the next few years. Many of us took it multiple times as there
was always more to learn. I started out slow cause I’d often go into nap
mode during the videos. But eventually I ended up being one of the course
leaders. Alpha impacted many lives, including mine. Alpha is where I
began my relationship with Jesus and Holy Spirit.
I wouldn’t say I was a great scholar of the Bible, but I knew some
familiar verses. Or I thought I did.
One day I remember talking with a friend as we walked home after
church about John Chapter 1 vs 1. My friend handed me a bible and
suggested I read it again….
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made.”
What? I read it again, and again. Then the verses that followed.
“In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth.”
This was one of my first epiphany moments. Until then I had not
understood that Jesus was with God all along. That Jesus was there in
creation… and that God had sent Jesus, (in his manifest presence) to live
among us and to teach about God’s unconditional love for us.

This revelation helped to shape my faith. I now had a much better
sense of the God the Father, Jesus his Son and Holy Spirit, God’s lifeline
working in and through us. The Trinity, the 3 in one made more sense to
me.
And I was in awe that God was willing to send his Son for us, the
‘word made flesh’, on a mission of love ending in the giving of his life, so
that we could be forgiven, and have right relationship; revealing the true
and pure, loving nature of our God.
This unconditional love of God the Father is the love we all need in
our lives. What the world needs now…. today, tomorrow and for always.
So now we have this knowledge of God’s unconditional love. And
that love, is not for one…but for everyone.
So how do we spread the love and shine the light?
Here we are starting off a new year and we are still under the cloud of
the Corona Virus, its variants and craziness. Definitely something we are
more than tired of… and ready to move away from.
It may seem that we are taking a large step backward in suspending
in-person worship services…but take heart, this move is temporary. We will
gather together again.
And besides, we’ve got this! We’ve had lots of practice at staying
connected as a church family. We have the technology of Livestreaming
and You tube recordings and Facebook Live, even Zoom!
We have the In Touch Team and Pastoral Care volunteers who reach
out with phone calls to check in on each other. We have the ability to mail
out sermons and information so those without internet are not left out.
We have fine-tuned our Sunday Supper ministry and we offer love
through each meal that goes out of this building.
We have Prayer Shawls that are sent with blessing for those who
struggle. We send large amounts of food to the Food Bank. We offer gift
cards and support to people with unexpected expenses. We make scarves,
mitts, socks which all help to warm those in the cold…
The virus may have changed our rules of engagement for now, but
we have still found ways to keep going. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” The light of Christ cannot
be put out.
We are all part of the family of God. 5 Wall Street is the church
building address. But the church is not about walls; it’s about people. We
continue to move ahead as the body of Christ, into the unknowns of

another year, reaching out, shining the light, offering love to those we meet
along the way.
And on our own, when not acting as part of the body…What can we
do as individuals to show God’s love and make a difference?
We can smile more often under those masks; (our eyes shine brighter
when we smile); we can say hello to strangers who may just need to feel
they’ve been seen that day; we can offer patience and show tolerance; and
we can offer large doses of unmerited Grace. We can look at situations
with our Jesus glasses on. Seeing people as Jesus would and responding
as Jesus guides us to do. We can be kind to each other.
Patience, tolerance, grace, kindness; all adds up to …love.
What the world needs now is love…
Thanks be to God, Amen
& Happy New Year!

