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Prayer: All Knowing God, please take these words I am about to share and
communicate through them what each of us needs to hear. May our hearts be
open to the mystery of your word! Amen
Last week, Pastor Kim encouraged us to be ready to put on our boots to
join God in the work that he is doing. This doesn’t mean it will always be easy,
but we are called, as John the Baptist was called, to prepare the way, to prepare
the way for others to see the love of Jesus in and through us as we journey day
to day.
This week, I want to explore the idea that as we go through this journey
called life, things will not always unfold as we hope they might. But God is with
us and loves us. We are not alone.
We are an expectant people. We expect certain things to happen in a
particular way so as to meet all of the expectations that society puts on us. We
live in a world full of expectations.
Halloween -- you really either love it or hate it! It is really just a one-day
affair. You can either hide in your basement with lights out, avoiding children, or
you come prepared to hand out candy to all the little monsters that may come to
your door. But Christmas? Christmas is a little different. It is hard to avoid all the
magical Christmas music that is streamed into every store you enter. And
although some may say you either love Christmas or hate it, I think there are lots
more of the in-between feelings around Christmas than Halloween.
● You kind of like it…. If only you could avoid the crowds at Walmart.
● You kind of enjoy it ….. When you get what you put on your Christmas list,
● You kind of look forward to seeing family and friends ….. As long as you
know they will be out the door by midnight after a full day of tension and
chaos.
And what differentiates those who love Christmas from those who are just
okay with Christmas? I wonder, does it have something to do with expectations?
Because my goodness, there sure are lots of expectations around Christmas.
Have you put up your tree? Have you got your shopping finished? Have you
baked? Have you donated?… Have you been naughty or nice?…… and the list
goes on!
As we enter week two of Advent, where the candle of peace has just been
lit – what are you looking forward to? Are there traditions that have been
established in your home or in your community? Are there events or parties that
you attend year after year except perhaps not during CoVId? Do you just feel

like you have to say you are busy, just because everyone else around you is
going in so many different directions and it is expected to be a busy time of year?
Let's face it. We are all looking for more time at this time of year as it
brings with it so many different expectations … some spoken, some unspoken.
Some imposed by others, and those that are self-imposed, which are often the
hardest to meet.
Friends, given that we are experiencing our second Christmas without the
choir in the choir loft, or without standing shoulder to shoulder passing the light of
Christ to one another, so to fill the sanctuary with a sense of expectant hope, we
may experience a little bit of disappointment. And perhaps you aren’t able to see
all your kids or grandkids again or are unable to travel to Disney for that longawaited family holiday. Perhaps you are dealing with illness or loss that makes
Christmas not quite what you had expected it to be this year.
Or as Pastor Kim encouraged us to do, perhaps you have laced up your
journeying boots and are moving into something new, different from what you
were expecting life to bring. When things don’t happen as we expect we can
begin to feel a deep unrest, a lostness, a sense of fear or anger, and a general
lack of internal peace.
But if we think about the Nativity Story -- the circumstances around which
Jesus was born, we will see that shattered expectations are not new to this
generation. If we think that our traditions and expectations have been interrupted,
I invite you to imagine with me the various journeys taken over two thousand
years ago. I invite you to imagine with me being one of the characters in our
Nativity Story.
Let's briefly consider Mary. Some suggest she was around 15 years of
age, looking forward to her wedding and being married to her fiance Joseph,
expecting to live with him in the community of Nazareth. Expecting that on
normal days she will be coming and going about her day with friends and family,
perhaps delivering lunch to Joseph in his shop. No doubt she envisioned having
a family and preparing a birthing room and maybe decorating the baby's
bedroom and picking a name for their child. And yet this was not to be. Joseph
had been told to name the child Jesus. And they were directed by this Roman
government to be part of a census, to go and be counted in Bethlehem, the city
from which their ancestor David had come. So they would not even be at home
when the baby was born.
Let's think about Joseph. He had just recently proposed to Mary, asking
her to marry him. The fancy word was betrothed. He was delighted when she
said yes! I think he was expecting they would live happily ever after as husband
and wife, settling down, raising some kids, heck maybe one of their kids would
follow in his footsteps and take over the family carpentry business. I think he
expected to proudly introduce his wife Mary to all he met. But now??
What about Mary's Mom and Dad? Where were they when their daughter
was going to give birth? I am sure they had some expectations about being

around when the baby was born, and yet there is no mention of them. The only
mention of family was old Elizabeth who had just recently had a baby herself.
Now there is someone who had her life expectations blown out of the water -having a child, John the Baptist, so late in life. Anyway that is a whole other
sermon.
Then there were the Shepherds who were just doing their thing with the
sheep — counting them, or sitting around a big campfire, throwing stones at it,
roasting marshmallows, or reflecting on their day. Life, just as they expected it —
when all of a sudden a bright host of angels filled the air, and they were terrified.
A day, not at all as they expected; and with news they never dreamed of. But
after the encounter with the angels they discussed who would stay with the
sheep and who would go and find the baby boy lying in the manger. Once
decided, they were on their way, in search of the One who had come to search
for them.
Consider the Magi, or wise men, who had been reading the stars for years,
watching for a sign that would point them to a new king, the promised Messiah.
Perhaps someone who would overthrow the Roman government?
Can you imagine the disappointment they faced when they found this
toddler boy Jesus, the son of a mother who conceived out of wedlock and a
father who was just a carpenter, not living in a palace in Jerusalem, but rather
born in a “barn” in Bethlehem and now living in a simple home? This new king
would soon become a refugee in Egypt as there would be a bounty on the boy’s
head in no time. How disappointed they might have been … and yet they knew
there was something special about this child, and so offered him their precious
gifts.
So many people in just this one story experienced something other than
what they expected in their day-to-day life.
Now, let’s come back to Mary. Life interrupted — expectations blown out of
the water. Here was a young woman, just doing life, when an angel stopped to
talk to her. God invited her into His plan. He chose her, when so many others
would not have imagined anything special, or that something so amazing could
come from someone of her social status. For she was young, she was a woman,
she was likely poor, she was from a small town, she didn’t really have much
going for her; and then she was pregnant -- an unwed mother. All of these things
had her labelled a social outcast. And yet God chose to interrupt her life to do big
things through her.
We learn in Luke that Joseph agreed to not secretly divorce Mary, causing
her more shame, but the next thing we know, Mary is off to see Elizabeth. We
are not sure who she travelled with, but she was on a journey very similar in
length and in difficulty to the trek to Bethlehem where Jesus was born. The story
says she stayed with Elizabeth for three months before making her way back to
Nazareth, where no doubt the whole town had been talking about her while she

was gone. You know how it is in small towns, everyone is about everyone else's
business.
And yet during her time with Elizabeth we read in scripture these powerful
words of Mary glorifying God, “My soul magnifies the Lord!” in spite of the fact
that this reality is not what she expected her life to look like. This is how Mary
dealt with life interrupted.
Friends, when the expectations that we hold don’t happen as we picture
them, it is how we respond to them that really makes the difference. Mary sets a
beautiful example for us!
And yes, Mary found favour with God and was chosen by God to carry the
Christ Child. It seems extra special, and truly it likely was, so how can we
compare when our expectations for life are interrupted? We aren’t pregnant with
Jesus … or are we? Today we do carry the spirit of God in us, and so when God
asks us to do ordinary and extraordinary things, outside of our own expectations
for life, how do we respond?
How do we respond when what God asks of us interferes with our own
plans and expectations of life? How do we respond when Christmas is not what
we hoped it might be? How do we respond when reality does not match our
expectations?
Mary provides us with a beautiful example. As we examine today's
scripture reading, we hear the voice of Mary glorifying God — in spite of her new
reality and what God has asked her to do. This is an example for us.
1. Mary gives praise to God - vs 46 “With all my heart I praise the Lord”,
2. Mary knows she is his beloved daughter and he cares for her and has her
back. Vs 47 & 48 “..and I am glad because of God my Saviour. He cares
for me, his humble servant. From now on, all people will say God has
blessed me.
3. She acknowledges who God is and why she can trust Him - Friends, when
we know who God is in our life - and live into that - He has us, he has us in
the palm of His hand. Vs 49 &50 “God All-Powerful has done great
things for me, and his name is holy. He always shows mercy to everyone
who worships him.”
4. She knows God sees the bigger picture and that the playing field one day
be levelled. That the rich and powerful will be brought down and the
humble or marginalized will be lifted up. vs 51 & 52 “The Lord has used
his powerful arm to scatter those who are proud. He drags strong rulers
from their throne and puts humble people in places of power.”
5. She knows God will provide for her - even one day in abundance vs 53 &
54 “God gives the hungry good things to eat, and sends the rich away with
nothing.” He helps his servant Israel, and remember this is not just the
Israelites of today -- but this refers to all God’s people — and is always
merciful to his people.

6. And finally, Mary knows God is going to keep his promises! Vs 55 “The
Lord made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his family
forever”
Through Mary’s obedience a huge paradigm shift was begun! Jesus came
to turn the world as we know it upside down. May we be people who continue to
live into who and what God has called us to be.
As Edith lit the peace candle for us, I want to suggest that one of the best
ways to experience a sense of inner peace during this Advent season is to
reimagine the expectations that we set for ourselves and for others.
Step back from all the traditions, the should do’s and could do’s, and ask
Jesus what he is asking you to do. Are you willing to let your expectations for the
season be interrupted as you embrace the invitation that God has extended to
each of us to be his presence of peace here on earth?

