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Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,
for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go,
for to you I entrust my life. Psalm 143:8
Push Out into Deep Water
Luke 5:1-11 The Message (MSG)
Once when he was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret, the crowd
was pushing in on him to better hear the Word of God. He noticed two
boats tied up. The fishermen had just left them and were out scrubbing
their nets. He climbed into the boat that was Simon’s and asked him to put
out a little from the shore. Sitting there, using the boat for a pulpit, he taught
the crowd. When he finished teaching, he said to Simon, “Push out into
deep water and let your nets out for a catch.” Simon said, “Master, we‘ve
been fishing hard all night and haven’t caught even a minnow. But if you
say so, I’ll let out the nets.” It was no sooner said than done—a huge haul
of fish, straining the nets past capacity. They waved to their partners in the
other boat to come help them. They filled both boats, nearly swamping
them with the catch. Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell to his knees before
Jesus. “Master, leave. I’m a sinner and can’t handle this holiness. Leave
me to myself.” When they pulled in that catch of fish, awe overwhelmed
Simon and everyone with him. It was the same with James and John,
Zebedee’s sons, coworkers with Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “There is
nothing to fear. From now on you’ll be fishing for men and women.” They
pulled their boats up on the beach, left them, nets and all, and followed
him.
**********
What a crazy thing to ask a guy to do! I mean who does he think he
is? Jesus has already imposed on these fishermen on the beach, and now
he’s asking them to do something that makes no sense unless you are a
mad dog or an Englishman: go out and fish again in the middle of the day!
This happens early on in Jesus ’ministry but people are catching on
— and Jesus is now trending in the area. They heard him speak with an
authority that makes their spine tingle. They’ve seen or heard rumours that
he can heal sick people — wouldn’t it be nice to have a connection to

someone who could heal? For the first time in a long time, they started
feeling hope.
Jesus was on a beach teaching the people about the kingdom of God
and it was getting crowded. He notices a couple of empty fishing boats —
the owners of the boats were on shore cleaning their nets and by the looks
of it, there wasn’t much to clean. It didn’t look like they’d caught much more
than seaweed. So, Jesus asks one of them, Simon Peter, if he could sit in
and teach from his boat. Peter obliges, and listens to what Jesus has to
say. I have no doubt that Peter was moved and inspired, because after
sending the crowd away, Jesus asks Peter to do something that doesn’t
make sense ... and Peter does it anyway.
Why did it make no sense? Because they were done fishing – so
done. They’d been out all night and hadn’t caught anything. Depressing. It
made no sense because Simon Peter and the others were professional
fishermen and Jesus was not. It made no sense because we don’t take
kindly to people telling us to do something that isn’t common sense.
In a way, we are in the middle of that situation now. It is so very
strange to be asked to quarantine or self-isolate when we can’t see clearly
the threat of the virus. Yes, we know with our heads that there is a COVID19 virus out there, but most of us don’t have a personal experience with it
… yet. I don’t think there are many in this area who personally know
someone who has the virus or who has yet died of the virus. What each of
us has felt deeply is that stores and business are closing, toilet paper and
flour have disappeared from shelves. Do you know anyone who has lost a
job because of this? I do. I bet you do too. That’s the disconnect that many
in the U.S. and frankly we too are dealing with.
As author Margaret Atwood has pointed out in an article in the Globe,
there are several ways of responding to this current crisis. The negative
ways, when we don’t understand and feel out of control, is either:
1. …to go into denial mode and ignore all the advice to self-isolate and just
party and numb the fear or
2.
…to go into blame mode and to blame the crisis on something outside of
ourselves. Lepers, the Jews, the gypsies have all been blamed for past
epidemics. In our area I see people blaming those with RV’s bearing
Quebec licence plates — rich, French people who’ve been south. If cases
of COVID-19 rise in our area, which they will, it will be very tempting to
blame others. Blame is one way we control when we feel out of control. But
neither denial nor blame are helpful ways to respond now.
I am so grateful for our governments who seem to be leading us well.
Here in Ontario our Provincial and Federal governments are very different

and have even campaigned against the other (which is very strange if you
think about it) but in this time of crisis they have worked together and they
have both been giving leadership that seems surprisingly good and wise.
I’m not saying it’s perfect. This is a hugely difficult time to be making
decisions when there is just so much we don’t know, so I think we need to
give them the benefit of the doubt and keep holding our leaders in prayer.
Why does Peter do what Jesus says and goes back out to fish? I
think that in a very short time of listening to him, some part of Peter knows
he can trust Jesus.
That is what faith is. It is trusting a person. Faith is not adhering to the
rules of a particular religion; it is trusting a person and deciding to have a
relationship with that person. It is deciding to follow into the unknown.
Even though it makes no sense, Peter does do what Jesus asks him
to do – he goes back out into deep water. Listen to what he says in one of
my favourite Bible verses, Luke 5:5
“But Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything, but if
you say so I will.”
But if you say so, I will!
It is not because it makes sense. It is only because Jesus is the one
doing the asking and there is something about this man that makes Peter
want to listen and trust. Peter goes out and puts the nets down and
wouldn’t you know it? There are so many fish the nets are about to burst.
I have the movie ‘Frozen II‘ running non-stop in my house these days
and there is no question that the song Elsa sings “Into the Unknown” will be
the soundtrack in my mind for Spring 2020. The theme of stepping into the
unknown even when it’s difficult, runs through the movie, along with the
mantra “Do the next right thing”.
We all have to do a lot of trusting right now. Not just trusting our
government, but trusting that we will make it through this. Trusting that God
has a plan and will bring good out of this crisis.
Remember the two negative ways you can respond in this crisis: 1.
Denial & 2. Blame. Attwood says there are 4 other ways you can respond
that are good and positive:
1. Protect yourself and others by staying home as much as possible and
taking great care to wash your hands frequently. Trust that self-isolating is
the right thing right now.
2. Help others. We might have to think of different ways of helping, but we still
need to reach out and make a difference. Picking up the phone is one
important way.

3. Bear witness. Write about this time, sing, blog and reflect in creative ways
on this time. This can be a wonderfully creative time ... so dig deep into that
soil.
4. Go about your life. Keep breathing, keep doing dishes. Keep putting one
foot forward and then another. Keep doing the next right thing.
I would add one more. (5). Look to Jesus!
In this time of uncertainty, when I feel overwhelmed (as I frequently
do) I find myself asking Jesus, what do I do today? What do I do now?
When I’m being pulled in so many different directions, I ask “How are you
calling me to make a difference in these challenging times?” You really can
ask these questions, and listen.
I recommend you take a Sabbath – a rest, a break—from the news at
least once a week. Why not today? Create space to listen. It always helps
to try to quiet your heart, to take some deep breaths, to give thanks —
because when you can be grateful, somehow that opens the doors to the
presence of God. If you do that and listen with your heart, you might well
hear that still, small voice giving you an idea — and then just do it! Trust
and obey. If you get a notion to call someone or send a gift card, just do it.
Peter had no idea what lay ahead when he dropped his nets and
followed Jesus. He let go of the only thing he understood, his livelihood and
his security—but he knew he could trust this person to lead him to a place
filled with life—abundant life— and with purpose.
I pray that during this time you will trust and follow Jesus. He has not
left you alone. If you follow, he will lead you to do the next right thing for
you and for someone else ... and he will give you life. Thanks be to God.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him
and he will make straight your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6

