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Jacob’s theft of Esau’s blessing is a 

classic story. It revolves around four 
people, none of whom come out of it 
looking very impressive. First, there is old 
Isaac, who appears not just to have lost his 
eyesight, but most of his marbles as well.  

About the only thing the softheaded 
old gentleman seems to have been 
interested in was his stomach.  

Then there is Rebecca, Isaac’s wife.  
She comes across as a scheming 

and domineering mother who is 
determined to promote the interests of her 
favourite son at whatever cost was 
necessary. 

There is Esau. If he were alive 
today, I suspect he would be playing 
professional sports, probably with the 
Toronto Raptors — well maybe the New 
England Patriots. He was a straight-shooting, tough-talking, outdoors type 
of guy, with few ambitions, and, it would seem, not a lot of smarts. Esau 
liked to live for the moment, and let the future take care of itself. You may 
recall that sometime before this current mishap Esau had come home 
hungry, and sold his birthright to Jacob for a savoury meat dish, which the 
old King James Version uncharitably describes as a ‘mess of pottage.’ He 
just couldn’t wait. 

Commentators have noted that Esau was not a bad man – but he 
was careless. And he seemed to have a disdain for the higher, more 
important things of life. In the New Testament, the book of Hebrews 
describes him as ‘profane’. To be profane is not necessarily to be coarse of 
speech, but to have irreverence toward sacred things, as though they were 
cheap and did not matter. 

Finally we come to Jacob himself. Jacob was just about the exact 
opposite personality type from Esau. Esau was loud, Jacob was quiet. 
Esau loved sports and hunting, Jacob could not have shot an arrow straight 



to save his life. But Jacob was intelligent and he was ambitious. It was this 
burning ambition to get ahead that led him to become a schemer and a 
cheat. Yes, and in this he was only too willing to be led by his scheming 
mother! As I said, not one of the four characters in this intriguing story 
comes out of it looking terribly impressive.  

The story itself is clear. Before receiving the blessing from old Isaac 
his father, Esau was asked to prepare some game the way the old man 
liked it. But hunting takes time, and this gave Rebecca and Jacob their 
chance. You see, only the son who received the final blessing would inherit 
the mantle of succession. So they schemed to deceive the old man and 
steal the blessing.  

That they were even willing to try such a scheme at all speaks 
volumes about the kind of people Rebecca and Jacob were. No honesty, 
the nerve of canal horses, and about as much integrity as your average 
pickpocket. The fact that they got away with it says even more about old 
Isaac's total lack of awareness. It would appear that his wife knew him only 
too well. 

One of the more puzzling aspects of the story, for people today, is 
why the blessing that was acquired by fraud was not revoked. Why, when 
Isaac realized that he had been tricked, did he simply not call Jacob back 
in, declare that first blessing to be null and void, and then pronounce a 
second blessing upon his eldest son, the way he had originally intended? 
That is certainly what we would do. We would tear up the first will, call in 
our lawyer and draft another one. But to the ancient Hebrews such an 
action was simply not possible.  

A blessing formally uttered on a deathbed and in the name of God 
could not be revoked. To them the ancient words had great power. Words 
did not just inform, they shaped and changed the world around them, which 
was why they were far more careful of their words than we tend to be 
today.  

Today you will hear name of God and Jesus mostly when people are 
cursing. That is when you will hear the name of Christ or Jesus Christ or 
even ‘Goddamn’. What you need to understand is this would never happen 
in ancient times. Ancients believed that words were important. A word once 
spoken could not be taken back, any more than a blow struck might be 
retrieved.  

 
 
 
 



The great Persian philosopher, Omar Khayyam, 
wrote:  

"The moving finger writes, and having writ 
moves on, nor all thy piety nor wit shall lure it back to 
cancel half a line, nor all thy tears wash out a word of 
it."  

He was talking about anything we do, or think or 
say. The ancient Hebrews understood this, and so it 
was that the blessing given to Jacob could not be 
revoked. And yet...it is important to understand that the 
blessing that Jacob stole was of little or no value to 
him at the time. It did not help him until years later, 
when he finally faced his brother with a fearful apology. 

It was only after he put things right, and had come to terms with himself 
and God, that the blessing which old Isaac had given him years before 
began to work in his life.  

Things we steal or gain deceitfully have a way biting us when we 
least expect it. I believe that like the sunshine, the blessing of God is 
always there for us, but as long as we are living and hiding in the shadows 
we will not see or feel it. 

But now I want to come to the main point of this story. It is the 
universal desire to always want more, even when we really don’t need it. 
How many of you can quote the 10th Commandment? 

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife and thou shalt not desire 
thy neighbour's house, his field or his manservant or his maidservant, his 
ox or his beast or anything that is thy neighbours.”  

I’m quite sure that of the ten, this is the one that is the most ignored. 
Covetousness, a.k.a. greed, is the desire for things we do not have. It’s 
almost like a disease.  

Do you watch TV game shows? I regularly watch Wheel of Fortune. 
When a contestant wins the final big prize the amount of screaming and 
jumping around is amazing. The audience is cheering and screaming in the 
background. Do you know how many watch that show every night? 
Somewhere around forty million – every night! I am guilty. I usually watch 
Wheel of Fortune and then my favourite, Jeopardy. 

I read an interesting story about one of the older shows — going 
back to the 1970’s & 80’s now. How many of you remember “Let's Make A 
Deal?” It was very successful, with huge ratings. The producer of the show 
was a guy by the name Stefan Hatos.  



He was the behind-the-scenes guy who made 
that show so successful. The interesting thing about 
Hatos is that, when he was a young man, he had been 
a superb oboe player. I mean really good — so good he 
played for such outstanding conductors as Arturo 
Toscanini and Bruno Walter. Hatos could easily have 
been one of the greatest oboe players of our time. But 
just ask Keith and he’ll tell you; musicians don’t make 
much money. But successful TV producers do! So 
Hatos abandoned his oboe for television.  

It was at the end of his career that an interviewer asked Hatos if he 
had had any doubts about his choice between being a superb musician, 
and the producer of “Let's Make A Deal.” Clearly, the question caught 
Stefan Hatos completely by surprise. He wasn’t expecting it. He stumbled 
and stammered and tried to answer a couple of times and then just stopped 
and very quietly said that he wished that he had remained a musician. It 
was the lure of wealth, the desire for more, which had undone him. It is not 
just Stefan Hatos, of course; it’s all of us who are so affected.  

In Jacob’s case, it was only years later when he faced the 
consequences of the tangled web of deception that he had spun, that he 
found the peace he was seeking. 

In the end it is only the Spirit of the eternal that truly will make a 
difference in your life, or any life. The fruit of the Spirit (the outcome 
according to the Bible) is love, joy, peace, compassion, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness ... and to it I would add — integrity. 

 These are the things that we truly need, and they cannot be bought. 
You cannot make a deal for them. Not even Donald Trump (whose book is 
called “The Art of the Deal”) could buy those gifts. They are gifts that we 
can only receive with open hands and hearts. It is why Jesus came. His 
gentle, loving, transforming Spirit is free to you, right now, and to all who 
seek him. God bless you as you do so.  
Amen. 

 
 


