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Pride and Pentecost? What could they possibly have in common? 

Let’s start with courage. 
Yesterday many members and friends of this community marched 

together in the 9th annual Pride Brockville parade. I was privileged to walk 
with my Wall Street brothers and sisters, acknowledging that God loves 
ALL— and so do we. When the Brockville Pride Community began active 
work 9 years ago, they were scared to stand up for the inclusion of the 
LGBTQ+ ... they had no idea who would stand up and join them, or who 
might stand against them.   

This year, Pride Sunday and Pentecost — the day the Holy Spirit fell 
upon the disciples — come together. Just as many in our community were 
at first scared to stand up for the rights of homosexuals, the disciples of 
Jesus were afraid to speak of the power of his resurrection.  

It has been a busy couple of months in the life of Jesus. We have 
Lent at the beginning, which lasts for 40 days leading up to Good Friday 
and the crucifixion of Christ, and then, the third day — Resurrection 
Sunday — when Christ defeated death and presented himself alive to his 
disciples, no longer in the tomb, but risen ... just as he said. Following the 
resurrection there were 40 days during which Jesus appeared to his 
disciples on a number of occasions, teaching and sharing time with them. 
On the 40th day he ascended to heaven. 

From the book of Luke we know that on Ascension Day, Jesus had 
left Jerusalem and gone to the area of Bethany with his disciples. He was 
talking with them and reminding them about all that had happened to him, 
and that it had been predicted. None of this should have been a surprise to 
the disciples. He also told them that there would be a power coming to 
them from on high and that they should just wait in Jerusalem for that Spirit 
to come. As he finished talking to them, he blessed them, leaving them with 
parting words that reassured them that they were his beloved friends …. 
then, as he was blessing them, he was taken up to Heaven.    

You may recall that after the death of Christ, the disciples ran away 
and hid, scared to show their faces to anyone for fear of being associated 
with Jesus and thereby risking their own lives. This time was different. After 



Christ ascended to heaven, the disciples went away worshipping God and 
returned to Jerusalem with this joy-filled growth mindset.  We may not 
always see or feel Jesus is with us, but my friends I believe he is present.     

So what does all this mean?  There are many different views of the 
Jesus story surrounding Easter. I am not here to say any one way is truer, 
but rather to share what I have heard the Spirit saying to me. Enjoy this 
commercial break: 

 
I do not pretend to have all the answers ... but I know I would rather 

err on the side of grace, inclusion and possibility than any contrived 
exclusionary categories when it comes to understanding the entire Jesus 
story.  

Ten days after the ascension, on the day of Pentecost, the disciples 
are again all gathered together in a room back in Jerusalem. Some people 
suggest it was the same upper room where Jesus served them the bread 
and wine celebrating the last supper just before his death. In this room they 
were worshipping together when all of a sudden, a loud noise occurred. 
Picture it for a moment, just as we are sitting together today worshipping .  

Acts 2 vs 2 says: “And suddenly from heaven there came a sound 
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them and a tongue 
rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” 



My friends, this is where the story gets interesting! This is why I say 
that there is diversity in the Spirit, and yet Unity of Purpose. Jesus had 
instructed his disciples to “Love one another as I have loved you”, asking 
them to go and make disciples in all the world, baptizing them in the name 
of Jesus. A very radical calling indeed and one that was not well accepted; 
then or now. 

It is interesting to note that the Spirit fell on the disciples at the same 
time many people had come to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost, also 
called the Feast of Weeks by the Jewish community.  This was a popular 
festival. During this time many Jewish people recall one of the greatest 
events in history; God’s revealing of the Law; the Ten Commandments, on 
Mount Sinai. This to me is such a contrast! No longer are people saved by 
following all the letters of the law, but rather the Holy Spirit arrives and 
salvation is offered through Jesus’ death and resurrection. This timing 
seems rather ironic. We can’t do life on our own!  We need a helper!     

And so now the stage is set for the disciples to do exactly as Jesus 
had commanded … “Go and make disciples in all the earth. I have just 
equipped you ...”.  The people who had come to Jerusalem heard the great 
noise as well as the disciples, as they were present in the area. Kind of like 
the noise coming out of Scotia Place when the Raptors win! They were 
astonished to hear the Galileans sharing the gospel with them in a 
language they could understand. And look at the scope of their impact as 
the disciples communicated with them in their own languages. The long list 
of cities and regions that were read out to us are significant, and should not 
just be glazed over.     

Acts 2: 5-11 from the VOICE 
biblical translation says:   
“Because of the holy 
festival, there are devout Jews 
staying as pilgrims in 
Jerusalem from every nation 
under the sun. They hear the 
sound, and a crowd gathers. 
They are amazed because 
each of them can hear the 
group speaking in their native 
languages. They are shocked 
and amazed by this. 
Pilgrims: Just a minute. Aren’t 

all of these people Galileans? How in the world do we all hear our native 



languages being spoken? Look—there are Parthians here, and Medes, 
Elamites, Mesopotamians, and Judeans, residents of Cappadocia, Pontus, 
and Asia, Phrygians and Pamphylians, Egyptians and Libyans from 
Cyrene, Romans including both Jews by birth and converts, Cretans, and 
Arabs. We’re each, in our own languages, hearing these people talk about 
God’s powerful deeds.” 

The people influenced by this event were Pioneers. Pioneers of the 
gospel; likely very scared and intimidated by what they were called to, and 
yet as they returned home to their communities — as diverse as they were 
— they were united in purpose by the Holy Spirit! 

As I reflect on my early theological understanding, I always thought 
that the Holy Spirit represented something meek and mild, that came along 
to help me with problems and help me ward off temptation, similar to that 
still, small voice; but as I looked at this passage anew, it spoke loudly to 
me, that in fact, when the Holy Spirit shows up, things don’t stay the same. 
When I acknowledge the Holy Spirit and give room to hear, I become 
aware of a greater purpose / story, just like the disciples did on that day! 
United in Purpose – Diverse in the Spirit. 

These disciples could have as easily gone back to their original jobs, 
back to the same old life they were living just three years previous to when 
Jesus showed up and called them to become fishers of the people. But the 
Spirit fell upon them and, as I see it, equipped them further to do the job he 
had called them to. They may have been terrified, but like each of us we 
are to tell the story of the incredible Grace that Jesus has extended to 
everyone. Folks, we are all called to this radical action of Love as followers 
of Jesus.  

You see my friends, the spirit came and fell upon these people … 
equipping them to speak in a language that other groups of people could 
understand. There were people gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate 
Pentecost from so many different places. The Good News is that the 
Gospel of Jesus is for all people, Jesus love me!! Jesus loves you!! Jesus 
calls us all to himself. We may come in different shapes, colors, sizes and 
sexual expressions, genders, you name it … whatever it is that makes us 
unique; Jesus will use each of us to convey his message of Love to others.   

If you have the internet follow the link to this video.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmweXyEeoBw 

Now to all of my LGBTQ2+ friends and allies who may have come to 
Wall Street United Church today because it is Pride Sunday…I want to say 
to you — you belong! You have a place here, you have a place in the arms 
of Jesus. So many members and friends of this community marched 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmweXyEeoBw


together yesterday in the Brockville Pride parade! My friend Cindy 
celebrated 50 years of being out as she marched in the parade. Those 50 
years have not been always been easy ... in fact they were downright nasty 
at times, but she presses on. Times may have changed some, but violence 
and maltreatment of minority groups, including the LGBTQ+ community 
continues. More than ever, we are called to the Radical example of Jesus 
— to go in the Power of the Holy Spirit to share the Good News of Jesus 
and his Love and Acceptance for each of us!   

Diverse in the Spirit — United in Purpose. 
Benediction: 
Go with a tender and grateful heart, remembering that you may be the only 
gospel that your neighbour reads this week. So, in all you say and do, 
spread the grace of God, the love of Jesus and the friendship of the Holy 
Spirit. You are blessed by the grace, love and friendship of our Creator, 
and now you are commissioned to share it by being a blessing in this world.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 


