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Introduction by Dave Bremner 
In faithful response to the message of Christ, the Outreach and Social 

Action Committee is committed to recognize needs in our congregation, our 
community, and our world. To address and respond, in conjunction with the 
congregation, to those needs with enthusiasm and dignity. 

From the scripture reading today Jesus used the parable of the Good 
Samaritan to show how we should live; helping others who really need 
assistance. The victim needed clothing, shelter, food and medical help. 
Jesus used a person that was not respected by the Jews but he helped the 
man and showed what should be done. Remember ‘God loves ALL. So do 
we’. We reach out to everyone any way we can.  

Today we will tell you how Wall Street United Church are reaching 
out to the local community just as Jesus asked us to. 
 

Anne Wagner reporting on:  
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: A small group of ladies are always busy either 
knitting or crocheting prayer shawls or lap-ghans. As you may remember 
this ministry was started a few years ago by Irene Warren, and since then 
we have given away 340 shawls plus many lap-ghans to St. Lawrence 
Lodge, Rosedale and Sherwood Park Manor. 

Many of you here today have been recipients of a shawl, and we 
have learnt from the many thank-yous, just how much comfort they have 
provided; the feeling of love and support, along with Gods healing touch. 

I want at this time to thank you once again for the donations of wool 
and for shawls knitted by other members of the congregation. They are 
appreciated. Please touch base with me if you have a relative, friend or 
hear of anyone you feel would benefit from a shawl. They are not just for 
church members. 

 
Meals on Wheels started in England during the 2nd 

World War in 1943. It’s a non-profit organization. Since 

that time it has spread to many countries around the 

world, starting in Canada in 1968, and now it is found 

in most cities and small communities. It provides 



service to adults with disabilities and seniors (55+) who need nutritional 

support. 

Our Wall Street Team has been working along with Community & 

Primary Health Care since 1979!! On Wednesdays, our team delivers a hot 

nutritious meal prepared by Tait’s Bakery. They fully realize just how 

important and meaningful this service is in our city, and it is much 

appreciated by those who are served. Anyone who wishes to join the team 

is welcome. You may be asked to serve every 6th week and it will only take 

about an hour and a half.  

The Food Bank is supported by many of you during 

the year with food items and cash donations. Twice a 

year, at Christmas and in June, special collections of 

non-perishable food items are gathered during the 

service and delivered to the Food Bank. Robert Dafoe 

has been our faithful liaison with the Food Bank for 

many years. 

Loaves and Fishes is supported by a number of people at Wall Street, 

with either food preparation or the serving of meals on the third Monday of 

each month. The team enjoys this ministry, especially for the opportunities 

that it presents to interact with familiar people whom they know through our 

Sunday Suppers. The number of people that are served during the time our 

team is there can be upwards of 100. 

Linda James reporting on: 

The Benevolent Fund is available to help people in various unexpected 

emergencies. We’ve recently had to suspend giving out Metro Food 

Vouchers because the high number of requests meant the fund could no 

longer sustain the demand. Cathie is still able to give coupons for meals at 

Loaves and Fishes and we are also able to support other various needs 

such as gas money to get home, bus tickets, help with dentures, 

eyeglasses and other needs as presented.  Special Benevolent Fund 

envelopes are given out on Communion Sundays but donations may be 

made to the fund at any time. Envelopes can always be found on the 

information rack under the prayer wall.  



The Angel Tree program at Christmas provides Christmas gifts to the 

children of inmates. The incarcerated parent applies to Prison Fellowship 

through the prison chaplain. The request is then forward to the Outreach 

Committee and gifts are purchased, wrapped and delivered to the custodial 

parent for the children. 

Celebrate Life service is held every Sunday at 5:50 pm in Heritage Hall. 

Celebrate Life is a bit more casual but still very Holy! Different speakers 

each week share their life experiences of struggles and how God has 

brought them through. It is amazing to witness the transformation of lives 

that take place there. Anyone and everyone is encouraged to attend. We all 

have hurts, habits and hang-ups and we need to be encouraged that we 

are not alone… that God is always with us. The coffee is always ready and 

there are yummy treats too.   

For 11 years Sunday Suppers have been served by four local churches 

and Wall Street covers the second and 

fifth Sundays of each month. We are 

always reminded that a dessert or salad 

contribution is a much appreciated 

donation and many volunteers turn out 

to help with preparation, service and                   

clean-up. The well attended 

Community dinners at Easter & Thanksgiving have been annual 

highlights since 2005. All are welcome to come and share the delicious 

food and lively fellowship at these special times in the church calendar. 

Many people volunteer joyfully to set tables, shop, cook, serve, and clean 

up for these events. 

The Coffee Ministry is very active, thanks to many 

great volunteers. In addition to the time of 

fellowship after services and the numerous church 

events where coffee is served, there is Coffee 

House on Tuesday and Friday mornings and a 

Saturday Night Live jam session on the last 

Saturday evening of each month. 



Chris Bremner reporting on:  
 
Since the Scarf Ministry was started in 

2015 to supply a warm scarf or a 

Christmas gift, it has grown to more 

than 200 hand knitted scarves and 

other items including hats, toques, 

mitts, and socks. These are blessed 

during the morning church service and 

are then distributed at the Sunday 

Supper. The knitting needles and crochet hooks are busy all year round. 

We regularly request that the congregation sort through their stash of yarn 

for supplies to keep these hands busy. We are now able to help other 

churches add to their Christmas gift programs as well as the Salvation 

Army warm winter clothing supplies. Hugs and a huge thank you to the 

wonderful people of Wall Street Church who continue to support this annual 

Outreach Project. 

Greeting Cards: At Christmas and Easter members of the Outreach and 

Social Action Committee are responsible for preparing and delivering 

greeting cards for the residents of the local jail, the Secure Treatment Unit, 

Brock Cottage, Tennant House, and Interval House. 

Each Christmas card is accompanied by a blank card and envelope 

for the recipient to then send a card to someone of their choice. The 275 

plus cards that are required for this ministry are collected, scrounged or 

purchased and then signed on behalf of “your friends at Wall Street United 

Church”. This is to let the recipients know that they are not forgotten at 

these special holidays. 

Nancy VanUlden reporting on:  

Tennant House Crafts: For 16 years a loyal group of crafty ladies has 

provided craft instruction to the residents of Tennant House, an addiction 

treatment centre for women.  



Every Tuesday night, two 

volunteers would go to teach a different 

craft and be a bright light in the lives of 

these women. At our last Outreach 

meeting we were sorry to learn that this 

project is ending because of a shortage 

of volunteers. 

 
 
 

Mary Mueller reporting on: 
 

The In-Touch Team is a new endeavour at Wall Street and is designed to 

watch out for all members and adherents of our congregation who might be 

absent due to illness or for other reasons. 

To do this, we have 18 leaders, each with their own list of members 

to watch for and care for by phone, email, cards or visits. We hope to make 

sure that no one drifts away or feels neglected, unnoticed, unnecessary or 

unimportant. We co-ordinate our efforts with the pastoral care team and the 

Ministry team.  

Each team captain runs their client list as they see fit. They consider 

each client on a personal basis and treat each one differently. Personally, I 

have 14 names on my list and most are fairly elderly and find it very difficult 

to get out during the winter months. Three are residents of Royal Brock 

Retirement Home and they all have email which is very handy to keep in 

touch with them and to set up visits. One lady lives in the Wedgewood and 

loves a phone call. Another woman lives at home with her son and is so 

happy to receive a little card in the mail. She’s quite deaf, so phone calls 

are a problem. Another gentleman lives in an apartment with his son and 

we chat often on the phone. Another woman who is younger recently had 

heart surgery in Ottawa. She left instructions for her husband to keep in 

touch with our program, which he is doing and I can pass on this 

information to Pastor Kim. If it hadn’t been for the In-Touch Team I think 

that the absence of these folks might have gone unnoticed, leaving them 



thinking that they had been forgotten. Not a nice feeling after serving in the 

church for many years! 

At present, about 160 members are on lists and are being watched 

out for, but with a membership of 300, we need more help. To be a team 

captain, you need to be caring and empathetic, a good listener and one 

who keeps information confidential. If you would like to help out with this 

important work, please get in touch with Heather Darling or myself and we’ll 

get you set up with your own team. Once you have your team set up, then 

you just have to watch out for them at one of the services on Sunday and 

contact them if they’re away for 2 or more weeks in a row. Easy to do and 

it’s so appreciated by the members! 

Eileen Doner reporting on: 
 
Refugees: In late 2015 the city of Brockville responded to the Syrian 
Refugee crisis by encouraging churches and other groups to sponsor 
refugee families.  

About 10 sponsoring groups were formed and at the time Brockville 
was featured in a full-page article in the British 
magazine, The Economist. One of the sponsoring 
groups is United Welcome, made up of 
representatives from four United Churches in the 
area. Other members of the community, unrelated 
to the United Church, have joined us and it has 
been an extremely rich experience for everyone 
involved. Victor Nyan from Liberia arrived in July 
2016, the El Sarakby family arrived from Syria in 

February 2017 and Homad and Dila, (seen in this picture) whose roots were in 
South Sudan, came from Ethiopia with their three beautiful children last 
November. A group of Syrian refugees, already in Brockville, formed 
Blessed Brockville in order to sponsor another refugee family from Syria 
and this sponsoring group is under the umbrella of the United Church. Their 
8 member Alsultan family also arrived last November. We all feel that we 
have been blessed to be part of welcoming such wonderful newcomers to 
our community. 

Now United Welcome is waiting for the arrival of a mother and her 
two adult sons from Afghanistan, but currently living as refugees in India, 
and they could arrive at any time.    



Dave Bremner in closing:  
Extra Muros (beyond the Walls)  

To wrap this up I must tell you this just is a portion of what we do. 
Wall Street also supports The Mission and Service Fund, Our Kenyan Kids 
and our Aboriginal population. We also support Ride for Life which helps 
people and families who have Aids. 

The members who have talked today are very dedicated to helping 
people, as are all the members of the Committee. I have been blessed by 
having them on the committee. I call them angels as they do everything to 
help people and ask for nothing in return. At this time I want to single one 
member of the committee. He is not down here but is up there in the booth. 
He has worked on the Easter and Thanksgiving suppers for about sixteen 
years and provided me with guidance since I took over my role. Thank you 
to Doug Mather for your continued support and leadership. 

If you think you would like to help any of the committees we mention 
today please talk to us as we could use more help to continue the work 
Wall Street United is doing. As you leave there will be pamphlets available 
with the Outreach members names and contact information. 

We believe God loves ALL and so do we. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


