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Last weekend I invited my boys to come to church. But one of them 

said, “Mom, I don’t mind coming to church, but when we go on holidays, we 
always hear the same story!”    

And he is right, on some levels. If you only come Christmas and 
Easter, you can expect to hear the same story. However more recently I 
have learned that it is okay to look at the same pieces of scripture over and 
over again, because scripture is living and breathing, and each time I look 
at or hear a familiar passage there is often a new lesson that God is 
teaching me.      

Besides, how many times did my boys want me to read ‘Good Night 
Moon’ or the ‘Dumpy the Dump Truck’ story? Thankfully I did convince my 
boys to come today with me, and we are indeed looking at another familiar 
scripture passage. But if you can put yourself into the story, you will hear 
from God something just for you. 

How many of you know what a stethoscope is and who uses them? 
How about a rolling pin, a hammer or a tractor? But, what about a 
lectionary?? Up until recently I wasn’t too sure either.  

A lectionary is a tool that guides church leaders toward scriptures that 
are suggested for each Sunday service. Scripture is living and breathing 
and God will give a fresh message to the one composing the sermon. So 
please, put yourself into the story today. What is God saying to you through 
this familiar passage?   

It is hard to believe that we are a week out from remembering Good 
Friday and celebrating Easter Sunday. With the celebrations of Easter so 
fresh in our mind we should truly have spent this past week living in the 
Hope of the Resurrection, being grateful for the new life Christ brings and 
the hope that comes with it. However, as I look back at my week, it is a little 
ironic that the sermon I have prepared are words directed at me, as I know 
I fail to consistently live in that hope Christ offers.  

But what about you? Did you live in the hope that Easter brings?  Did 
you recognize Jesus in your life?  Where did he show up?  Were you 
attentive to what he had to offer? 

I’m not sure what you noticed this week in the papers or on your 
Facebook feed, but if yours looked anything like mine it might have looked 
like this: 



 
Job cuts   Bombings   Domestic Violence 
Library Fund cuts LGBTQ discrimination Sri Lanka 
Amber Alert  Homelessness 
Police ID 4 teens who died after car flipped in Miramichi 
Flooding – frustration builds as Ottawa River expected to rise 
New Cyclone in Mozambique as UN warns of ‘massive flooding’ 
Study finds world is sadder and angrier than ever 
 

Really, it felt anything like a peaceful or hope-filled week.  I have to 
wonder if this is how the disciples were feeling the week after the 
resurrection. Jesus had appeared briefly to them, but where did he go? 
What was he doing? Why were the Jewish leaders still trying to hunt down 
those who were followers of Jesus? The disciples were still feeling lost and 
abandoned.   

But, scripture assures us that Jesus did rise from the dead!  And 
although we do not have all the details, we know that the day he rose from 
the grave, he did appear to Mary and the other women, to Peter, to two 
travelers walking down the road to Emmaus and finally, the part we are 
going to focus in on today, from John 20 — he appeared to the disciples on 
two different occasions. 

Picture this: the disciples were behind locked doors out of fear — fear 
of the Jewish Religious leaders wanting to put an end to anyone who was a 
Jesus follower. How sad is it when we see that because of religious 
intolerance and religious difference there is fear from the disciples. How 
sad is it that the same fear exists today, that people divide into hurtful 
communities because of what they believe and who they include and who 
they exclude. In fact, there are communities that cause some people to fear 
that they will never be included in the Kingdom of God. Thank you Wall 
Street family for being a community that welcomes all — for being a place 
that generates a safe space and peaceful welcome.   

John 20: 19-20 says ‘On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said  “Peace be with You.” 
After this he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord.’  

Can you imagine the roller coaster ride of emotions that the disciples 
must have been on? First Jesus is crucified, and then buried, seemingly 
gone for good, and then there are reports that he is risen, when low and 
behold, as they are hiding away, Jesus appears to them.        



As it turns out, not only Peter denied Jesus. The whole group of 
disciples are hiding away, not wanting to be associated with Jesus for fear 
of their lives. It seems ironic to me that there was so much fear in the lives 
of the disciples, as Jesus had instructed his disciples about his future and 
what they could expect.  He had told them earlier in John: “Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  “You heard me say, ‘I 
am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would 
be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.  I have 
told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 
believe.” 
 

These words Jesus shares should have been something for the 
disciples to hang onto and give them hope ... yet it seems they quickly 
forgot what Jesus had spoken and therefore they hid away in fear. Not only 
were the disciples afraid of the Jews coming to arrest them, but can you 
imagine seeing a ghost? And so the first words Jesus spoke to them as he 
appeared to them were: “Peace be with you”. Why did he say this? He 
could just as easily have said “Why don’t you remember what I told you? 
What are you thinking? Good Grief!” But he didn’t. He was gentle in his 
encounter and offered them a blessing of peace instead.          

But I think it was more than just being afraid of the Jews or a ghost — 
I think they were afraid Jesus was actually gone for good. They were 
having a hard time believing what Mary was saying about seeing a risen 
Lord, and they were afraid they would be separated from their Lord for 
good.     

Think about when you have lost someone who played a profound role 
in your life. Perhaps you were a little fearful that you could not go on 
without them? I think about when my Dad died — he was only 69 and as 
far as I was concerned I was still his little girl and wanted to go to him for 
advice. I was afraid it would be hard to go on without my dad. And so I think 
the disciples were afraid, feeling a little uneasy, a little bit out of control, and 
so Jesus says – “Peace be with you.”  

After he said this, he showed them his hands and side — and the 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Knowing it was really 
Jesus and that he was indeed risen and present among them, brought Joy 
and Peace to the disciples!   

Jesus continues speaking to them and again he says “Peace be with 
you! As the father has sent me, I am sending you.” 



I am guessing that some of you may have been without a job or felt 
directionless at some point or another in life; maybe after you were fired or 
retired, laid off or moved to a new place? I am not sure, but I feel like I 
might be close to holding a record for the most job changes due to layoffs 
or short term contracts, so I can empathize with the disciples as the team 
they have been a part of for almost 3 years seems to be falling apart as 
their leader was taken away.  

What was going to happen to them? But, Jesus says it again, ‘Peace 
be with you’… and in the next breath he gives them direction and purpose. 
And it is not just a mundane assignment either. He charged them with a 
radical task.   

If you were at the Maundy Thursday service, you heard me say that 
Jesus called his disciples to radical action – to love as he had loved. And 
now here Jesus is charging his disciples to go — to go as the Father sent 
him — to do what? The radical instructions found in   John 13:34 & 35 
says: “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”   

Jesus says to his disciples, ‘Go! I am sending you to Love!’ However 
He does not send them alone! Jesus gave them not only a purpose and 
direction, but he breathed on them, giving them the Holy Spirit. Perhaps 
you have felt like you weren’t sure what direction to head in life or what 
career to choose, or what power you had behind you to do a God-given 
task? My friends, may you know that the Prince of Peace is with you, by his 
spirit, as you venture into the places and situations he has called you to. I 
believe Jesus issued these words ‘Peace be with you’, – not just to his 
disciples but to you and to me as we go about our days. 

Just over a week later after the initial encounter with the disciples, the 
disciples, including Thomas were again in a locked room, still hiding away 
from the world, not yet having gone out as Jesus had instructed them, and 
this time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as 
before, Jesus was standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he 
said.  Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands. 
Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. 
Believe!” “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed. Then Jesus told 
him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who 
believe without seeing me.”  

I think many of the followers of Jesus, not just Thomas were 
doubters. Thomas is labelled ‘the doubter’, but they were all doubting what 
was happening with Jesus. It is okay to have doubts as long as we have 



faith and believe in who Jesus is. Just look at what goes on in the world 
today… where is Jesus? But the bottom line is even with my doubts, I 
believe in Jesus! When he says ‘Peace be with you’, he means it is 
possible to rest in Him. Jesus can give me peace —Jesus can give you 
peace. He says to each of us who believe and to all those who don’t yet 
really believe it is him; ‘Peace be with you’.        

Thomas doubted, but as I did some research about him I discovered 
that after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, Thomas went to 
Babylon and established the first Christian Church in that country. Thomas 
preached the Gospel in Persia, China, and India, and was evangelizing in 
India when he became a martyr, (many believe) on December 21st. 

God can use us, like he did Thomas, in spite of our doubts and fears 
as he says Peace be with you. 

Today God gives us peace and hope because of the resurrection. He 
will give us his peace when we are fearful and wanting to hide. He will give 
us peace, direction and purpose as we allow Him to direct our ways, and 
He will fill us with a profound peace if we just believe. My friends, May you 
watch for Jesus in your life this week. Watch where he shows up and says 
Peace be with you! I offer you my peace.   

Be sure to look at the person beside you in the eyes as you sing 
these words of blessing, Go now in Peace. Peace, Salam and Shalom. 
Amen. 


