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A colleague of mine posted this on the church sign this week: “Our 

Game of Thrones Starts 10:30am Palm Sunday” and on the other side: 
“Brace Yourself — Holy Week is Coming”! Today is the first day of the new 
and final season of Game of Thrones. 

   
 

With this service of worship, we begin Holy Week. It begins with the 
crowds cheering and waving palm branches as Jesus enters Jerusalem; it 
includes the night of the Last Supper in the Upper Room, the arrest of 
Jesus in the garden, and the betrayal by one close to him. Then it goes 
through the horrors of what we call ‘Good Friday’ — where Jesus is 
tortured and killed. It doesn’t end there: it ends with Life — the Resurrection 
of Jesus on Easter morning. But it’s a hell of a week! The drama of ‘Game 
of Thrones’ is not so far off.  

How did Jesus get through a week like this? 
All through Lent we’ve been focusing on connecting deeper in our 

faith. Now I want to look at Jesus’ connection. We talk about having faith in 
Jesus ... but today I want to look at the faith of Jesus. 
In spite of the fact that he knows what lies ahead (he’s been trying to warn 
and prepare his disciples for ages) — Jesus continues doing what he’s 
been doing all along.  



You know how much people are into bucket lists? There’s nothing 
wrong with a good bucket list. It helps to sharpen what is truly important 
and helps us to really live instead of spending life worried about dumb 
things. We tend to major in the minors a lot of the time, but there’s nothing 
quite like knowing your life is limited, to focus you on what really matters.  

You know how they always say that at the end of life no one wishes 
they’d spent more time at the office? But in his last week on earth Jesus 
spent a lot of time ‘at the office’. I don’t mean that Jesus hung out in a 
cubicle at the temple and had stone jar water cooler conversations. What I 
mean is that he didn’t run away from his life’s work.  

I think if I was Jesus, I would have taken my best buds — who seem 
to have been  Peter, James and John — and gone away somewhere; 
maybe taken a trip to the Dead Sea (OK maybe not the Dead Sea — might 
hit a little too close to home… if you know what I mean!) but maybe a 
Mediterranean Cruise?? I would have wanted to get away and spend time 
on a boat or a beach or in a garden. I would have eaten good food and had 
some good laughs. But Jesus doesn’t escape or focus on his own needs. 
Instead, Jesus is incredibly consistent. His time is short and he remains 
focused on his calling.  

Let’s recap some of the things that went on during that week leading 
up to his death and resurrection. These stories take place in the Gospels in 
the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  
After the Triumphal entry — Palm Sunday— 

1. Jesus goes first to the temple. He clears it out in a dramatic anti-
corruption fashion which infuriates some and gives hope to others 
that maybe he is leading a rebellion. 

2. Far from rebellion, Jesus spends time in the temple, teaching anyone 
and everyone who cares to listen about the kingdom of God. He tells 
stories, parables — like the one of the Wedding Banquet where those 
who are invited make excuses and don’t come, so the lost and the 
least are invited. It’s also during this time that he teaches that the 
greatest commandment is: “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength, and love your neighbour as yourself”.  
There is also increasing tension as Scribes and Pharisees continue to 
try to trap Jesus and trip him up.  

3. After this time of public teaching, Jesus takes his disciples to the 
Mount of Olives. He continues to teach them and try to prepare them 
for what is to come with more parables and stories.  



4. He also goes to his friend Lazarus’ house where he is anointed by 
Mary with that incredibly costly oil.  

5. And then on the very night before he is killed Jesus does not break 
with tradition — he prepares to celebrate the Passover meal with his 
disciples.  
Passover is one of the most important Jewish festivals. It is amazing 

and telling that Jesus sticks with the tradition of his faith right to the end. Of 
course, Jesus does more with the Passover meal and forever changes it for 
his disciples and for those of us who follow him still. He deepens their 
understanding that it’s all about love: A new commandment I give to you — 
that you love one another as I have loved you. He doesn’t just tell them, he 
shows them that it’s all about love and service as he kneels down and 
washes his own disciples’ feet. I’m looking forward to the service on 
Thursday where we will enter more deeply into events that took place in the 
Upper Room on the night before he died.  

But what I want us to see today is the fact that even though he knew 
that what lay ahead, beginning that very night, was going to be brutal and 
horrible; emotionally and physically with denials, betrayals, and physical 
torture — nevertheless he focusses on the love of God and not his own 
needs.  

It was only when they sang some hymns and went back to their 
favourite hangout place on the Mount of Olives in the Garden of 
Gethsemane later that night that he thought of himself and all that lay 
ahead. He asked his closest friends to stand watch and to pray — to pray 
for themselves and to pray for him. Then Jesus himself went alone to pray. 

It wasn’t the first time he prayed. This was something Jesus did 
regularly through his ministry. He was so consistent. His time in the 
wilderness before the torture began was in an intensive time of connection 
to the Father. There were other times. Often when things got busy, he just 
went off to the mountainside to pray. Remember the time he healed Peter’s 
mother-in-law and then he healed everyone around for miles who brought 
their sick? Early, early the next morning, before anymore could line up, he 
just slipped away to pray. He did it at other times too — sending his 
disciples on ahead in the boat — telling them he’d catch up later. And he 
did catch up — walking on water! But first he went off to pray.  

He also taught the disciples to pray. What did he teach them? Our 
Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

We are told that Jesus’ prayer that night was full of anguish and 
emotion, and his sweat was falling like drops of blood. He didn’t want to go 



through with it and asked that he might skip this part, but still he prays “Not 
my will but yours be done.” There it is again. Do you hear it? Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Not my will but yours be 
done. 

In a moment of agony, he still connects to and completely trusts the 
Father.  

I want to pause here and remind you that Jesus is God. He is 100% 
God and 100% human: fully-fully. This is a mystery that is hard to 
understand, but we believe that God is three in one — God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit. There is an intimate dance and 
relationship between the three persons of God. They are separate, but at 
the same time together they are One God. So when Jesus goes to the 
cross it’s not really adequate to think of this in human terms of a human 
father sending his own human son to be sacrificed on a cross. Though a 
human relationship might be close — even very close — they are not one 
and the same. Jesus and the Father are One. When Jesus dies on the 
cross, God dies on the cross. This is God, Godself going to that place of 
total darkness and despair, so that the curse of that place might be broken. 
When we understand that Jesus, as God, goes willingly to the cross, we 
only see an act of incredible love. 

Nevertheless, Jesus feels and experiences this whole week and the 
passion of Good Friday as a human would. Jesus had perfect faith — but 
here in the garden he was afraid and anxious. Do you see that? Sometimes 
I think that my worry or anxiety is a sign of a lack of faith and it’s not! We 
wouldn’t be human if we didn’t experience stress and struggle. From the 
cradle to the grave our life is full of it. Jesus wouldn’t have been human if 
he hadn’t experienced that stress, struggle, grief and pain either! That’s 
why he desperately needed to connect to the Father — to the fullness of 
God in order to get through it. 

I love the intimacy that Jesus invites us into. Jesus calls the Father: 
“Abba”. Abba is a term that a small child uses for their father. All over the 
world you’ll notice that the words for mother and father are similar and 
simple so that they can be one of the first words spoken by a baby: mama, 
dada, papa, abba. Jesus calls the Father “Abba” and as such approaches 
the Father with the trust and the intimacy of a small child, and he invites us 
to do the same.  

You see, you have not received a spirit that returns you to slavery, so 
you have nothing to fear. The Spirit you have received adopts you and 
welcomes you into God’s own family. That’s why we call out to Him, “Abba! 
Father!” as we would address a loving daddy. Through that prayer, God’s 



Spirit confirms in our spirits that we are His children.  If we are God’s 
children, that means we are His heirs along with the Anointed, set to inherit 
everything that is His. If we share His sufferings, we know that we will 
ultimately share in His glory. (Romans 8:15-17 The Voice) 

Jesus needed to find time and ways to connect to the fullness of God 
so that he could endure the struggles of his life and live as fully as possible 
into his calling. If Jesus, who is God, needed to pray and connect, how 
much more do we need to find time and ways to connect to God?  

There is a peace that comes, but the peace is not serene tranquility. 
It is a trust that we are not alone. Faith can say, as Jesus did in the 
Garden, ‘I don’t want to do this but nevertheless, “not my will but yours be 
done.”’ 

Brace yourself — Holy Week is coming!  
Actually, you don’t need to brace yourself, but do come and watch 

and pray. Whatever lies ahead of you, take on a Christ-like faith and 
proclaim: “Ready or not, here we come!”  
 
 


